AMT'S 1/72 XB-70 VALKYRIE








Valkyrie...one of the maidens of Odin that flew into battle to choose heroes to be slain.





This is AMT's 1/72 scale offering of the almighty XB-70 Valkyrie.  The total construction time was about 110 hours, all of which were worth it.  Anyone who has built this kit knows it's a real project, to say the least.  However, I don't wish to "bash" this kit because I hate to do that - this is a hobby that is fun and relaxing (sometimes).  The way I see it, there are good kits, better kits, and great kits, and this is a good kit.  I will, however, point out some of its bad points, as well as good ones.





First off, you build the cockpit, which is nicely done with the full encapsulated ejection seats represented.  Nice control yoke detail and instrument panel detail.  Keep in mind that you may not want to spend too much time here as it is almost completely covered by the fuselage and windscreen.  Also, you'll need to trim a little off the sides of the cockpit tub to enable the forward fuselage halves to fit snug.  The rest of the construction is fairly straight-forward, but be prepared for some heavy gap-filling chores, because some of the gaps in this kit measured nearly 1/4 of an inch!  The majority of the gap filling work will be where the fuselage "neck" meets the main body.
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Construction consists of 4 major assemblies:  forward fuselage, main fuselage, main wing, and intake and engine section.  There is a good bit of gap filling work involved in joining the fuselage sections, and because of this, I recommend attaching the main fuselage section to the main wing before the two fuselage sections are joined.
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Once all the big pieces have been assembled, all the gaps filled, and all the seams sanded, things really take shape and the exotic shape of the XB-70 really grabs ya!  Keep in mind that this is a huge aircraft and that the 1/72 scale model of this thing is 31 inches long!  





After about a week of applying a few coats of Testor's "Insignia White", I allowed it to dry for a few days, shot it with some future floor wax, then masked and painted the anti-glare panel, wing fold areas, intake area, and exhaust section.
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Then came the landing gear .  Much like the SR-71, the tires are impregnated with aluminum, giving the tires of the XB-70 a metallic look to them.  Next I added the decals and some panel lines.  When dry, I covered the whole thing with Testor's "Semi-gloss Clear".  After some mild weathering, it was complete, and wow, what a looker!  This has got to be one of the most impressive built-up models I've ever seen.  It is a beautiful model of one of the world's most intriguing and exotic aircraft.  There were only two ever built, and due to a tragic accident on June 8, 1966, only one remains.  It now sits at the US Air Force museum in Dayton, Ohio.





I have waited a long time for someone to reproduce a nice kit of this airplane, and my hat's off to the folks at AMT for having the guts to produce such a kit.  Although there are a few problems with the kit, if you are wiling to work through them, the end result is well worth any of the hassles you will encounter. 





To learn a great deal more about the XB-70, visit a very comprehensive website dedicated solely to this aircraft and its history:


http://www.iabiker.org/xb70.html





Thanks to Steve Levin for the use of his superb website.





























  








