           ME & MY RC-135 “U” OF COURSE

My Aircraft is one of two in the USAF Inventory. Known as “COMBAT SENT” they are amongst the least known of all the other RC-135’s. Their primary mission is Technical ELINT,

Gathering Radar Emissions and recording transmissions from unsuspecting locations.

My Model Is Serial Number 64-14847, Seen as it was during July 1991. It Is Heavily Modified from AMT’s 1993 release of their RC-135V.

I purchased Maintrack Models RC-135U Conversion (Now long out of production). It contains a New Nose, New wing tips, New Vertical Tail tip; A Fuselage Tail Extension, A New “Boomers” Pod and “E-Systems” Cheek Fairings- These are smaller in height and extend into the crew door. However, My 1991 Version had not had these installed at depot yet.

Construction:  
   The model construction began pretty much as the Instruction sheet stated, except I had to cut off the Entire nose from the beginning of the cockpit glass to allow for the new one. Inside was painted up and many details were lost due to the small size of the window glass.

After the fuselage was Rubber banded together the tail extension was measured for and existing tail hacked off. Next to be measured and cut were the Wing Tips and the top of the Tail. After many bouts with 3M Acryl-Red Bondo-Everything lined up as best as I could get them. So Now I have an Aircraft minus wings and Horizontal tails.
Looking at my references I discovered that the #3 Engine on the real Aircraft was not “Humped”. Looking at what was in the box I soon found out I had a dilemma in the brewing.  The Box contains #1&4 engines not Humped and #2&3 Humped. (I was unaware of “Engines & Things” for you all out there saying to yourself “buy new engines”).
After scrounging and planning my next RC-135 Version I stole some from another RC-135 model I had. Again, Much Bondo later I had the correct engines in their respective locations.

Painting was next using Model Master FS 16473 Aircraft Gray, Testors Flat White and Flat Black each taped off and painted after the previous one had dried for a few days. With basic painting complete, Decals were used from the box along with a Shark Mouth I got from the “Decal scrounge” that was to be used on a T-28. Details were added at this point that included the “Rabbit Ears” located on the side and above the cheeks. They were fabricated from sanded Toothpicks and Sheet plastic as was the Mushroom disk on the Fuselage top. The rest of the Fuselage antennas were a mix of sheet plastic and “True Details” antenna package.

The Wing illumination and Wing Root Lights are MV silver Lenses. The Wing Root lights were super glued in and transparent cellophane tape was placed over the opening, the excess was cut off leaving a perfectly clear landing light in each wing.
The long wire antenna running from just above the SAC badge to the tail is a Hair I plucked from my Daughter’s Head!!

Overall I am Quite Satisfied with the results and I can honestly say that I have Never seen a RC-135U In 1/72nd scale done.

   Now onto my Ill fated RC-135E that broke apart mysteriously over the Bering Strait in June 1969.

P.S. I built it wheels up so, that after my entire RC-135 collection is built they can all fly together.        Trooper McVey 
Hello, my name is Trooper McVey; I am An Electronic Warfare Systems Technician in the USAF stationed at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. I have been in 13 years and have been attracted to military aircraft every since I can remember. Like everyone else who builds models I have a whole closet full waiting to be built but, I try to build Electronic Counter Measures or ECM Aircraft Exclusively. Such as U-2’s, RC-135’s, MC-130’s B-52’s Even F-4G’s are amongst them. There are many others also, but this is neither the time nor the place to discuss them.

If you Like my Upcoming models and would like to talk about them drop me an E-mail…Trooper   
