Classic Airframes De Havilland Hornet FMk3

The DH103 Hornet was one of many designs, produced during WW2 but which came to fruition at a time when the piston engine was being superseded by the jet turbine in the inventory of the world’s major air forces.  Envisaged as a long range escort fighter for the Pacific theatre, in the end, the FMk1 equipped only a small number of home based Fighter Command squadrons.  The subsequent FMk3 (which introduced bomb/rocket armament) went on to form the mount of several overseas units, particularly in SE Asia, replacing mainly Tempests & Spitfires involved in strikes against terrorist targets during the Malayan Crisis.  It’s twin engines were more popular with pilots involved in over water & jungle ops.  It’s concentrated four cannon armament & manoeuvrability also made it ideal for this task.

Following an abortive attempt at their Westland Whirlwind a few months ago, this is the first CA kit that I have completed.  As many will know, CA kits are “limited run” injection moulded with resin & often white metal details, particularly for the cockpit & undercarriage.  Limited run it may be but this kit, once completed & with a few exceptions provides a rendition equal to many kits from more mainstream manufacturers.  Apart from Korea, post WW2 is not really my era but I was so tempted by the beauty of the DH Hornet that I couldn’t resist parting my “hard earned” after looking in the box whilst in Hannants London store a couple of weeks after Christmas.  The injection parts are beautifully produced with fine panel lines.  The resin parts are finely cast (there is no white metal in this kit).  Two vac form canopies are provided.

CONSTRUCTION

This kit went together extremely fast!  The cockpit interior was painted semi matt black with dry brushing to bring out the detail.  The instructions suggest attaching the side walls to the insides of the respective fuselage halves but I assembled the cockpit as a “bath-tub” & it seemed to go in well.  The wings are assembled as separate assemblies & “butt join” to the fuselage, as do the tailplanes & fin.  Some might prefer to knock up a more substantial joint for these components using tabs or rods but I simply flooded the joints with liquid poly & they’re pretty permanent.  The only filler employed in this process was PVA, smoothed with a wet finger, used to fill the gap formed where the fin & fillet join the curved fuselage top.

Undercarriage units combine injection mouldings with resin details & wheels.  The undercarriage bays & insides of the doors are devoid of any detail but as I had no references for these areas, I left them alone.

The only problem areas for me where the engine nacelles & cockpit canopy.  The latter may well have been down to my inexperience with vac formed transparencies & a bit of PVA & milliput was need to blend the windscreen in.  The former, I’m not sure about.  Neither nacelle seemed to fit where it was supposed.  More milliput was needed to blend them in & lost panel & rivet detail was restored (photo “Hornet5 here).

The tail wheel leg is provided in resin but I suggest omitting this component until the last minute as it is extremely delicate & I lost both ends of the wheel yoke.

Under wing rocket rails are provided but looked a bit over scale (or was it me?); anyway, they weren’t fitted to the particular example I was building.

Modifications & additions were:

· Etched seat belts

· Navigation light locations on each wing tip were cut out, painted & replaced with clear scrap, which was sanded to shape & polished to clarity.

· Retractable landing light beneath the wing drilled out.

· Cannon barrels drilled out

· Whip aerial & pitot tube from stretched sprue. 

· Main wheel doors were attached with pieces of scrap etched fret as there are no attachment points provided on the kit parts.

· Gun sight, from a Spitfire I believe, and attached to the top of the dashboard (none is provided in the kit – a surprising omission).

· Plans in a recent SAMI feature on the Hornet show a missing panel line, running diagonally forward from where the top of the engine nacelles blend into the wing upper surfaces to the fuselage.  Not sure if it’s correct but as I had the scriber in my hand…

· Cartridge/link ejection shoots beneath the fuselage were represented by black decals.  (If I’d though earlier, I would have cut them out).

Painting & Decals

CA provide markings for a high speed silver FMk1 of 65 sqdn & a dark green/extra dark sea grey/PRU blue FMk3 of 80 sqdn.  Xtradecal had just released their sheet of markings for this kit providing several FMk1, FMk3 & Sea Hornet options.  I couldn’t resist the highly attractive Medium Sea Grey uppers with PRU blue under surfaces option, quoted on the sheet as a 65 sqdn FMk1 (with FMk3 filleted fin) but in truth a 19 sqdn FMk3.  Xtracolours used for the main scheme.  

Xtradecal only provide the “dull” FAA type roundels (for the Sea Hornet option) on their sheet & suggest using the RAF roundels provided with the kit, albeit with the red centres they provide in a more accurate colour.  All decals went on with absolutely no problems using Microsol/set.  

The undercarriage & wheel hubs were sprayed Humbrol steel “Metalcoat”.  The undercarriage bays, door inners & radiators were sprayed Humbrol aluminium “Metalcoat”.  The entire model was sprayed with satin varnish after decaling but before attachment of the undercarriage.

Conclusions

It was only my desire to posses a model of this machine in this scale that drove me to buy this “limited run” offering but I am extremely glad I did.  No one with even limited modelling experience & equipped with the necessary tools could fail to produce a fine model – it’s certainly an easier build than the recent Grand Phoenix Firefly (the only other “limited run” kit I have completed).  I have already invested in the Sea Hornet & may even be tempted to restart that Whirlwind!

