Model kit ITALERI (Bilek) 1:72 build by Bernhard Pethe.

This was not a easy to build kit. Most of the parts fits only after corrections, and a big amount of filler was used.

I superdetailed the cockpit area from scratch using my own references, PE began to appear only after I have finished my model. First some sets from BILEK, and finally two very good ones from PART, but it was naturally to late for my Beagle.

Filler was again necessary to fit the engine nacelles under the wings. As I finally had the nacelles fitted, I regraved the whole area.

My model was planned from the beginning as East German AF aircraft. The East German AF(LSK/NVA) used the Beagles as target tugs as well as low flying “agressor” aircraft for interception training. One two seater  trainer Il-28U “Mascot” was also used for conversion. 

The aircraft represents “red 208”, the last operational NVA Beagle, the only East German Il-28 with camouflage scheme. The aircraft was unarmed, so it was not necessary to fit the tail turret gun. The bomb bay (containing in this aircraft only the target tug equipment) was left closed too. 

The clear parts (canopy, glass nose and tail turret windows) were polished, the kit parts being rather thik.

The landing gear covers were again too thik ,and it was necessary to sand some plastic.

The main landing gear legs were 3,5 cm too long. If used as supplied in the kit, the model would have an incorrect nose down position, so I shortened these.

For the camouflage scheme I used XTRACOLOR-paints   X261 (green) und X617 80% + X614 20% (brown)  for the upper surfaces and X606 light blue fot the underside.

The decals used are from the  HI DECAL LINE sheet Nr. 72-039 containing a.o. complete markings for the camouflaged “red 208” used by the ZDK-33 (Target Towing Unit), East German AF, at Peenemünde in 1982

The original aircraft is preserved and can be seen at the Luftwaffe Museum Gatow, in Berlin.

Bernhard Pethe 

AirFCarlo@aol.com
