Merlin Spitfires in 1/72Scale

Here are some Spitfire models I have made in 1/72 scale. All feature the Merlin engine (I have a lot of Griffon versions as well, maybe another day!). All the models feature fully detailed cockpits (mainly scratchbuilt), vacuform canopies and reworked undercarriage. Commentary for each is given with the pictures.

Spitfire Prototype: this is the original Hasegawa Mark 1 Spit. The engine cowling was reshaped as necessary, all panels rescribed (the panels were much different to the production versions), exhausts drilled out, etc etc.

Spitfire Mark I: made from the good old Airfix Mark 1. A very nice kit. Panels rescribed, new undercarriage etc. Markings of 19 Sqn, Duxford, May 1939.

Spitfire ASR Mk II: again from the Airfix kit. Marked as 297 Sqn, Warmwell, Feb 1943.

Seafire IIc: Airfix yet again but the Mark V kit, with added strengthening strips for catapult launching, catapult spools etc. The wings were modified to “c” amament. 880 Sqn, FAA, HMs Indomitable, March 1943.

Spitfire Vb: this is the Revell of Germany kit with some modifications. Late style elevators were added along with Mark IX style exhausts. The gull wing section was added from another kit (I forget which). These Mark Vb’s were still in use by 234 Sqn, at Deanland in mid 1944, and were in operation over the D Day landing beaches.

Spitfire Vc: Revell kit again, but with the shape of the spine behind the canopy “improved”. The Vokes filter was taken from an Italeri kit, as was the gull wing section. Wings were modified to “c” armament and rescribed. 43 Sqn, Comiso, July 1943.

Spitfire VII: this was made from the Hasegawa VIII. Wings were extended to HF style. 131 Sqn, Culmhead, June 1944.

Spitfire VIII: this is the Hasegawa kit with very little modification apart from colour scheme. This aircraft is from 152 Sqn, Comilla, May 1944.

Spitfire FRIX: Hasegawa again. Not too much modification needed here apart from drilling out the camera port in the fuselage. I love the pink colour scheme. 16 Sqn, Melsbroek, September 1944.

Spitfire PRXI: this was made from the much under-rated MPM kit. 681 Sqn, Dum Dum, February 1944.

Spitfire XVI: yet again the Hasegawa Mark IX (one of my favourite Spitfire kits). The rear fuselage was cut down to the bubble top style. Markings for the Central Gunnery School in November 1946.

My collection of Merlin engine Spits is not yet complete. I still have some way to go, and may show them here when time (and Steve Bamford) permit.

