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1.  Camouflaged CF-104:    This model is the Esci kit of the Starfighter in 1/72 scale which is finished with some of the Hasegawa Starfighter kit decals.  The model was built straight out of the box with the addition of the small resin RWR warning radar bumps that were supplied in some Leading Edge decal packs.  Paints are XtraColour- NATO  Green and Dark Sea Grey with light grey lower side.  The panel lines were enhanced with a sharpened mechanical pencil using HB lead.  The barber pole stripe on the pitot tube was applied using a red decal stripe wrapped around the white painted part.

2. Checkerbird CF-104:  The Checkerbird CF-104 is 1/72 scale, built from the Hasegawa kit, using Leading Edge Decals.  This model was built with some additional cockpit and canopy detail using parts from an old Waldron Models accessory pack of photo-etched F-104 canopy details.  An easy job for painting, using all gloss black, with the odd buff coloured fibreglass panel, with a shot of Testor’s Dullcote on the nose and jet intake edges.  The decals went on amazingly well considering their size, and the complexity of the compound curves.  I also polished up the black paint a bit using an LMG Polishing kit of superfine polishing cloths, and then added the hard shine by using some automotive Turtle Wax.  This waxing process left a fine light residue in the panel lines which I left alone as it added a nice “look” to the surface detail.  I also added small photo-etched angle of attack vanes on the nose to enhance the visual appeal of a relatively eye-catching colour scheme.

3. Bruce the Moose CF-5A:  Another eye-catching commemorative paint job from the hangers of 419 “Moose” Squadron of the Canadian Armed Forces.  The model was built almost straight from the box using the Esci 1/72 scale kit of the CF-5A.  The decals were provided by Arrow Graphics and they did require some care and attention to get right.  The Arrow Graphics decal instructions provide some masking templates for the white and red separations, and I found that Testor’s Model Master Chrysler Engine Red was a very close match for the red colour of the decals.  The one area where I had a problem was in applying the large maple leaf decal to the belly of the model.  There are no cut-outs for the landing gear wells and there are a variety of curves and edges to deal with.  If I were to do this model over again, I’d mask and paint the maple leaf to get a better result.  The departures from the “straight out of the box” model were the addition of seat belts and a map stuffed into the windshield coaming, along with the small parachute hooks at the tail fairing.  Panel lines were enhanced with a sharpened drafting pencil using HB lead, with some “oily” wash at the landing gear areas.  I also added some small sensors and antennas from scrap plastic and foil bits, and made up the nose guns from hypodermic tubing.  As someone once said to me “why build Canadian aircraft- they were so dull”….

4.  Hawk One Canada CF-101 Voodoo:  The Revell 1/72 scale kit of the F-101 Voodoo was built straight from the box with some minor modifications to represent the Canadian version of the CF-101.  The Revell kit is a great value, with good accuracy, nice recessed panel lines and a good amount of detail.  In order to represent the Canadian Voodoo, the formation light strips have to be sanded off and a couple of lumps and bumps modified.  The kit built up very quickly and with my references handy, I mixed up a very light blue colour to match my photos.  The first colour to be applied however, was the white intakes and intake edges.  Using the masking template provided in the MicroScale decal sheet instructions, I then painted the light blue portions of the model, building up a nice solid colour coat using light applications applied over a Saturday afternoon.  A week later, the gloss black was sprayed on and allowed to dry before some polishing and decal preparation occurred.  The MicroScale decals went on very nicely and the masking templates worked as advertised.  The burnt titanium panels on the jet pipes and fuselage was created using Metalizers’ burnt metal colour highlited with a rub of SNJ polishing powder and powdered graphite lightly applied with a cotton swab to create some differential tones.  Once the decals were all applied, and dried, I sprayed on a couple of coats of Future to seal the model and to create the highly polished clean appearance that the actual Hawk One had during it’s airshow circuits.  The flat black anti-glare panel on the nose was sprayed on last.  I also added some small surface details around the nose consisting of angle of attack vanes and small sensors.

5.  Fokker D-VII model:  The birth of an Air Force is represented by the Esci 1/72 scale model of the Fokker D-VII as it appeared in 1919 in England.  Part of the First World War reparations and war prizes, a number of Fokker D-VII’s were taken to Canada and used for a couple of years after the war.  They retained the German camouflage and markings, but were emblazoned with a large maple leaf crest on the fuselage.  The kit was built right out of the box with some minor cockpit detailing and some lead foil seat belts.  The lozenge fabric was supplied from an old MicroScale decal sheet while the national markings came from the Esci kit.  Exterior details that were added consisted of control horns, grab handles and the small amount of rigging was created with stretched sprue.  The maple leaf crest was hand painted on clear decal film and applied to the model.  Some weathering in the form of a dark wash and some metallic rubbing on the cowling panels finished the model.  

