This is my 1/72 Italeri X-32 JSF done up in a what-if scheme, OOB except for decals from the spares box & a Hasegawa ACES II seat robbed from an F-15C kit.
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I decided that the intake would be a focal point and the project just sort of took off from there. Basically, the intake and general shape was the perfect shape, IMHO for a shark’s mouth and therefore that was the first thing that came to mind.

Construction was basically a breeze other than the often mentioned intake area. However, seeing that I’ll have a hard demarcation line where the outer lip of the intake meets the inner walls, I managed to get away with a seam running through it  *GRIN* However, my lack of patience was showing through with the slip-shod way I assembled and painted the whole thing. I wanted a finished product asap and botched up on several areas as the experienced modelers here probably can see, hehe.
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The paints were custom-mixed and scaled down somewhat, though they are obviously not FS-specific. Being from the “it-looks-alright-from-a-foot-away” club, I simply mixed the colours till they looked right, to me at least. However, I’d say that the general look I was after was almost that of an F/A-18 in terms of colour demarcation. The key word here is almost. Gunze H-308 with about 10%-15% white was used for the top fuselage & a custom-mixed combo of H-311, H306, H11 for the undersides. The scheme did look a little boring to me with that huge wing area so I decided to “jazz” up the wing leading edge & tail leading edge a little with H-307 ala those B-2 bombers.
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The canopy was then masked and Future applied in 2 light coats before allowing to cure for 48 hours in preparation for the decals.

Decals were from a mixture of Leading Edge F-4G Idaho ANG decals as well as some from the kit decals itself. They went down well with almost no setting solution, though for the large 551 numbers on the tailplane, I had to use a touch of Humbrol Decalfix just so they could snuggle down nicely into the “ravine” that runs from the top to the bottom of the tail.

Overall, I’d say this was a quick enjoyable build, let down only by my lack of patience.
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