JAXCON 2002 SHOW

The "First Coast" IPMS Chapter held their Contest on October 12th and 13th, 2002 at the Spindrifter Motel in Orange Park, Jacksonville, Florida. After about a six hour drive, we finally arrived around 9 p.m. the night before. After registering at the motel, we had a light dinner and went to bed early to get some needed rest.

The next morning, we went to check up on the contest room and saw the modelers coming in with their prize possessions by the dozens, registration was in full gear, vendors were in action, and here I

was without even having breakfast!. After rushing thru a quick buffet, I went back to the room, grabbed my models and finally registered.

I ran into quite a few friends, and after a few hellos, placed my models in their respective categories. Being a bit nervous (as I always am), I started to examine all other models in my category to get a "preview" of what it could turn out to be. I immediately realized I was in trouble in one category!. The level of modeling is very high lately as if everyone had graduated from Model Building

University, except maybe I went to Model Building High School. Anyways, as the day progressed, more models kept coming in and with 14 already in one of my categories, "Split category" went thru my mind, but it never materialized.

I made it thru the vendors without spending too much, and at the close of the day, it looked pretty full at the model tables. A total of 430 models were entered, a great number for this show. If anyone thinks that 1/72 scale is dying, look again!..! have never seen so many 1/72 scale entries as I have this year in all the shows I have attended, including this one. (Hint to all you

Manufacturers out there!). The next day, Sunday, was the award's day. The Second, Third and Honorable Mention trophies and ribbons were already placed next to the respective winners. Only First place trophies were held and handed personally. I have seen this before at other contests and I like this method best. It saves a lot of time, and they still call out the names of the ALL the winners. 

These folks put in a lot of time and effort into making it a great contest and my thanks go out to their whole team. I managed to take quite a few pictures of the show and some of the models to share it with all of the

readers at ARC, so without much further ado, let the Show begin!!.

Sincerely,

Your Road Show Host,

Jorge Moreyra

